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Meeting : May l. Mr. Ray Draper - The Dingo 
Meeting : June 5. Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture 

Mr. P. Kinchington - "Why go North?" 
Excursion : May 3. Enfield Area - Mrs P. Murphy (Half Day) 
Excursion : June 7. Linton Nature Reserve - Working Bee (Half 


President : 2 Meetings as specified are held at the Scho 
pects MERES Ie) URES SAZARY of Mines and Industrles, Lydiard Street St! 
Secretary : Mr B DOWLING 432425 Art Bullding, commencing at 7.30 p.m. 
Treasurer : Me WwiTTEsICe —4issaa ERG dace. Se Sr A.A 
Editors : Mr G BINNS 332282 STRONG STS., BALLARAT, at 9.30 a.m. {: 


FULL DAY OUTINGS OR AT 1.30 p.m. {x 
Sy Mr L FINK 052 861319 HALF DAY* 


Location Map yj To Hamilton To Hamilton 


To Mt. 
Gambier 


Mr, Eccles 
National Park 
(and proposed 

extension) 
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COMING EVENTS 


’ 


May 15 - 17 Lake Condah Mission "Camp Out". 
Details in April Newsletter; bring your own warm 
bedding and food. Gas barbecue available. Please 


advise Helen on booking requirements 


June 5. Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture. 

Commencing 8pm in the Old Courthouse Building, 

Lydiard St. Sth. The speaker will be Peter Kinchington, 
| scientist and a natural history photographer - topic 
"Why Go North?" 

As this is the annual event to which we invite many 
guests, members are requested to bring additional supper 
and items for the trading table, if possible. Needless 
to say, it is anticipated that all members will assist 
with the serving of supper and welcoming of visitors. 


October 16 - 18. Victorian Field Naturalists Clubs 
Association Springtime Get-together. Waranga Basin 


Holiday Camp, Rushworth. Details on circular, available 
from Secretary Bary. 
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Controlled Burning Plan for Region 


The Department of Conservation, Fo rests and 
Lands has formed a plan for fire protection which 
Will aim to “reduce the risk of wildfire and 
protect the valuable asset of bushland", 

The plan is on display at the departments 
offices in Ballarat, Beaufort and Maryborough 
until June 11. 

Fire protection Officer John McDonald recently 
expiained the draft proposals to the President 
and Vice President of the F.N.B.G. and welcomed 
comments on the controlled burning plans for 
the forest of Ballarat area. It is important 
that all special sites and habitats containing” 
significant flora and fauna should be reported 
- so that consideration can be given to their 
protection within the plans for burning. 

Members are urged to view the proposals and 
report on known cases where burning should be 
avoided. The plans differ from previous burning 
in that zones have beeh identified for varying 
frequencies of burning, depending on relative 
position to dangerous wind directions, significanc 
of habitat, position relative to other areas 
of bushland and inhabited areas. 

Zones marked for most frequent fuel reduction 
are those on the Northernand northwestern 
poundaries of the state forest blocks. 

Whilst protection of our rather minimal areas 
of public bushlands is the aim, pressures for 
more extensive fuel reduction are likely to be 
imposed by the growing numbers of dwellings 
erected in close proximity to the forests. 

This poses the question - should the presence 
of men made "property" dictate burning policies 
and jeopardise our vastly reduced bushland asset? 

It seems that this may be an aspect of the Fire 
Protection Plan in which support for some 
priorities for bushland protection will be needed. 


GB. 


April Meeting ; Fauna Plan 


Gavin Cerini, planning officer with the Depart- 
-ment of Conservation, Forests and Lands, outlined 
the need for a Fauna Blan for the Ballarat area. 

In general terms, these are: Knowledge of 
threatened species; Knowledge of status of species; 
Knowledge of uses of fauna species. From this 
data management plans can be formulated. 

Gavin posed many questions and probable directions 
of study for contributions toward the plan. 
These included: 

Where do Brolgas nest around Lake Goldsmith? 
Were there Barred Bandicoots close to Ballarat 
on the Basalt? Should we bring new colonies from, 
say, Tasmania to re-establish them here, or are 

the Tasmanian species different? 

Where there any Goanas around Ballarat? 

To what use do we put different species? For 
example permits are issued to shoot quail, duck, | 
deer, and kangaroos, and there is''passive" usage 
of wildlife species such as photography and bird 
watching. 

Of the species which are used for food,for . 
example fish, are there some which may be 
threatened? 

Groups are needed to assist with this manage- 
-ment plan. To date Students at B.C.A.E. have set 
up drought studies on some areas such as Langi 
Ghiran, and Mt Cole. 

Reports and details are needed from the small 
reserves. Details are required on (4) description, 

>) flora and fauna present,(c) management needs. 

- These are needed for future management strategies, 
What of the wetlands that we have remaining ? 
Many have been lost, as have the true native 
grasslands. 

Should streamflow be stopped by dams or water- 
storage? What details are known about the flow 
rate and aquatic life before and after the 
damming of streams? 

Sightings of rare or unusual flora and fauna in 
the area should be investigated. 
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_ With regard to corridors of bushland, Gavin 


stressed the need to connect stands of bushland 
along railway lines, roads, and streams. Farmers 


should be encouraged to put in shelter strips. 
Some of the fauna no longer seen in the Ballarat 
area now are: 

Em, Bustard, Magpie Goose, Cape Barren Goose, 
Bush Thick-knees and Plain Wanderer ,Native Cat, 
Sticknest Rat and Long Toothed Rat to name a few: 

What can be done to control Feral Cats, Foxes, 
Rabbits, Hares and the host of introduced weeds? 
So, here is a challenge for all local Field 
Naturalists —- to add to references already known, 
through confirmation of existing data and 
recording of further, confirmed, sightings. 


Le 


Field Reports - April Meeting 


Le. Fink From seeds collected twelve months 
ago, twelve Anchor Plant seedlings 
are growing. Germination period 
was two months. 


C. Dalman Sulpher Crested Cockatoo frequent-— 
ing back yards in Wendouree (eneatod. 
bird?) 

G. Binns Two specimens of the Lesser Long— 


Eared Bat taken by Cat in Pleasant 
St, Ballarat City 


Ke Hammond Black Shouldered Kite and hittle 
Falcon sighted in Wendouree. 
F. Harrap Spinetailed Swifts hawking low 


Prior to wet weather period. 

Ae Thompson Squaretailed Kite reported from Mt 
Cole area. 

F. Williamson Spotted Turtle Dove flock has 
diminished in size. 


Stome Shelters of the Aboriginal People of the Lake 
Condah Areae 


The houses are semi-circular dry-stone walled 
structures about two to three metres in diameter 
and have only been recorded in Western Victoria 
from areas of lava flow, known as the Stoney Rises. 

Only a few descriptions of the stone houses have 
been found in historical records, but it appears 
that the walls originally supported a sapling and 
bark roof. In most cases the walls have completely 
collapsed, sometimes making it difficult to 
distinguish the structures from natural formations 
in the lava. 

Thirty Seven previously recorded house sites were 
located during the survey, giving an overall total 
of two hundred and twenty on the property. 

As the grass was very long and dense in December 
it was difficult to detect the structures around 
Condahe There are also many historic European stone 
structures around Condah, but most are rectangular 
in shape and are constructed differently from the 
Aboriginal stone houses ~— 

The majority of newly recorded sites were found 
in close proximity to previously known house sites 
and, with few exceptions, were close to volcanic 
depressions. Many of these depressions contain 
water, aquatic plants and probably eels at certain 
times of the yearo 

The area where few or no sites were generally 
open and flat, with little surface rock and only 
shallow volcanic depressions, which probably did 
not hold water for any length of time. 

Due to the major significance of the stone houses 
on this property, it has been recommended that " 
those areas which contain large concentrations of 
sites should be totally reserved from development. 

Other outlying stone houses will be marked out 
to ensure that these sites and their immediate 
surrounds are also preserved. 

(Reprinted from the Victorian Archaelogical news 
letter. ) 


There are o Aborigin 
Consens ee s A ginal Fish Traps on Lake 
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PeTAry WOTEF _ ConTipvedD.... 


PAPILIONACEAE ( Fabaceae ) 
Group 2 - all 10 stamens free. Five genera found 


in Ballarat area. 


Flowering stem leafy 
leaves opposite, stipules absent - KEutaxia 
( 1 spp. not common ) 


stipules present, leaves less than 
1 cm long, flowers yellow, orange- 
yellow, crimson or purple 


- Pultenaea ( " Bush Peas" 


leaves alternate 
ovules 2, stipules present - Pultenaea 
stipules absent, leaves grooved 
above by the turned-in margins 
( involute). Flowers yellow or 
yellow red 
- Dillwynia ( " Parrot ‘rea 


leaves replaced by leaf-like phyllodes flattened 
horizontally. Flowers usually yellow, orange and 
red. 

- Daviesia ( " Bitter reas" 


ovules 4 or more, leaves trifoliate, 
calyx glabrous, flowers yellow inside 
bronze outside, pod swollen and almost 
globular 


- Gompholobium ( " Wedge Peas! 


Flowering stem leafless. Flowers less than 1 cm long. 
Flowers in short axillary racemes. Pod triangular, compressed. 
- Daviesia 


heh. 


Congratulations to 
Mary White of Angair 
The GEC congratulates Mary White on 
the award of an Honorary Masters 
Degree from Deakin University, and of 
Barrabool Citizen of the year. Mary's 
contribution to the recognition of the 
value of the flora of the Anglesea area, 
her discovery of several unrecorded 
species, her tireless efforts for the 
conservation of our natural heritage, 
the huge number of trips she takes for 
children and adults to share her 
knowledge and appreciation, and to 
awaken the awareness of others, her 
organising of the Angair annual flora 
and craft display, her successful efforts 
to conserve Urguharts Bluff, as well as 
the other community work she under- 
takes, makes her one of the most 
outstanding, as well as delightful, 
persons we are privileged to know. 


F.N.B.C. heartily endorses this extract from 
Environment Victoria (April-June). Mary is a 
life member of our Club, and our current 
nominee for the Natural Wistory Medallian 
Award. 


Committee Meeting. 


The next meeting of Committee will commence at 
8pm, Wednesday May 27, at 1320 Dana St. Ballarat. 


